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If a Tree Falls: Art of the Boundary Oak 
Saturday, October 30, 2021—February 13, 2022 
Opening Reception: Saturday, October 30, 3—5 pm 

Participating Artists: Irene Bee Kain, Danielle Benoit, Chas Blackford, Bonnie 
Bonner, Peter Brown, Shelley Carlisle, John Cobb, Brian Condran, Suzy Elsworth-
Heithcock, Kathleen Farros-Hoeppner, Jane Fisher, Garth Fry, Susan Fuller, 
Bushra Gill, Lisa Glicksman, Louis Goldman, Annette Goodfriend, Ellen Håkensen 
Faris, Clint Imboden, Michael Jesse, Ken Joye, Kyung Min Kim, Mark Knize, 
Maureen Langenbach, Peter Langenbach, Sarah Lee, David Lew, Paul Lin, 
Christine Loehrlein, Maggie Mackinlay, Robert Mackinlay, Jeffrey Maylath, 
Claudette McDermott, Lisa McElroy, Ann McMillan, Peter McNeill, Julie 
Meridian, Andrew Messer, Michelle Mongan, Tsungwei Moo, Elise Morris, David 
Morris, Leslie Norgren, Sheridan Oakes, Michael Palace, Celena Peet, Sam 
Perry*, Christopher Pickslay, Daniel Powell, Anne Ross, Jack Shipman, Mary 
Shisler, Daniel Southard, Ariel Strong, Kerima Swain, Nick Taylor*, Netsanet 
Tesfay, Beau Thomas, Kelsey Thomas, Josef Twirbutt, Adon Valenziano, Marc 
Waidelich, Ruth Waters and Kim Wolfe. 

If a Tree Falls: Art of the Boundary Oak memorializes the City of Walnut Creek’s 
signature Valley Oak, which tragically fell during a massive windstorm in October 
2019. As a tribute to the tree’s long life and rich history, which spanned 325 
years, the artists in the exhibition created artworks from its wood, offering this 
monumental being a second life.   

In addition to honoring the tree’s grand legacy, this timely community show 
provides a much-needed celebration of local artists and highlights the unifying 
forces of nature. If a Tree Falls includes 64 emerging, midcareer, and established 
Bay Area artists who work across disciplines from painting and drawing to 
woodturning and carving. Each artwork—made exclusively for the show—
incorporates pieces of Walnut Creek’s beloved Boundary Oak, providing visitors 
a rare opportunity to see how artists interpret the same base material in diverse 
ways. 

Indigenous to California, Valley Oaks are among the largest of North American 
oaks and can live up to 600 years. Their trunks and limbs have thick, ridged bark 
similar to alligator hide and their leaves are covered with a soft fuzz that is 
velvety to the touch. Due to their structure, size, and long lifespans, they are 
vital to California’s ecosystem, hosting and providing sustenance for a variety of 
animals and insects.   

This particular Valley Oak was the centerpiece at Boundary Oak Golf Course, 
approximately five miles north of Mount Diablo. Having survived 325 years, the 
old oak not only experienced dramatic ecological changes in the area, but also 
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witnessed the colonization of the native Bay Miwok peoples and the 
modernization of what is now considered the City of Walnut Creek. The tree was 
alive for the signing of the US Constitution, the Gold Rush Era, the Civil Rights 
Movement, and countless other historic events that have shaped our country. 
Symbolizing strength and perseverance, the grand tree captured the hearts of 
the local community and became the iconic logo for the City of Walnut Creek.  
 
For the Bedford exhibition, invitational artist Sam Perry created two stunning 
sculptures made entirely from remnants of the fallen tree. Cut with precision 
and imbued with history, his pieces are a testament to the passage of time. 
Perry’s sculptures curve in on themselves, forming and melding to create 
abstracted forms. For over thirty years, Perry has worked as the director of 
installation and conservation at Runnymede Sculpture Farm in Woodside, CA. At 
Runnymede, the artist cares for trees at all stages of life. “Looking at a fallen 
tree is like observing a person and wondering about their past,” says Perry, a 
statement that summarizes his careful consideration as an artist and his deep 
respect for wood. 

Nick Taylor, another invitational artist, created a large-scale organic sculpture 
for the exhibition that allows viewers to contemplate the dichotomy of order 
and chaos. The natural world is a primary inspiration for Taylor, who lives on the 
Mendocino coast. His wood sculptures, often originating from a single piece of 
oak or fir, begin from a mental image, which is then realized through the process 
of carving. “The uniqueness of that once-living organism is something I try to 
incorporate into all finished works,” says the artist. Honoring this mission is 
labor-intensive, and it often takes Taylor a year to complete three to four 
pieces. 

If a Tree Falls: Art of the Boundary Oak underscores just how diverse an artistic 
approach to the same material can be, with widely unique techniques and 
conceptual frameworks. Yet, the works share a respect for the legacy of a life 
force that existed for over three centuries. The beauty of this exhibition is that 
the Boundary Oak tree will continue to exist through the thoughtful reimagining 
of the Bay Area artistic community.  

Programs  
Join us for our opening reception, Saturday, October 30 from 3-5 pm. 
Admission: $5 general (13+); 12 & under free; free for Bg Members. More 
details: bedfordgallery.org/exhibitions/on-view and tickets. 
 
General Information  
Location: Inside the Lesher Center for the Arts at 1601 Civic Drive, Walnut 
Creek, four blocks south of the Walnut Creek BART station.  
Telephone: (925) 295-1417 
Email: galleryinfo@bedfordgallery.org 
Website:  www.bedfordgallery.org  
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Admission: General (ages 13+) $5, Children 12 & under and Bg Members free. 
Hours: Thursday through Sunday, Noon to 5:00 pm. The gallery is closed 
Monday - Wednesday.  
 
Tours: To book an exhibition tour, call: (925) 295-1416 or email: 
gallerytours@bedfordgallery.org 
 
Bedford Gallery receives funding from Lesher Foundation and Diablo Regional 
Arts Association. All school tours and receptions are sponsored by DRAA.  
 
Artwork Credits: Jane Fisher, Bessie Penniman and Her American Bulldog, 2021, 
oil on oak, 20 x 29 inches; Bushra Gill, Recalling the golden hour, 2021, mixed 
media on collagraph print and wood, 22 x 15 x 1 inches; Sam Perry, Basket, 
2021, wood, 29 x 38 x 23 inches; Maureen Langenbach, Bead Hive, 2021, mixed 
media, 16 x 2 x 13 inches; Adon Valenziano, Totem, 2021, oak wood, concrete, 
agates and bronze, 43 x 12 x 9 inches; Lisa McElroy, Boundary Oak Burl 1, 2021, 
oak burl, leaves, acorn, tissue, thread and frame, 12 x 6.5 x 1.25 inches; Michelle 
Mongan, Windblown, 2021, hand-colored woodblock prints over hand-made 
paper, 25 x 31 inches each; Michael Palace, Boundary Tree cabinet, 2021, 
Boundary Oak, walnut and rosa peroba, 43 x 17 x 52 inches; Jack Shipman, 
Natural Edge Bowl, 2021, wood, 4 x 8 x 15 inches. 
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